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allurements to tempt his conscience into acquiescence in evil.
An angel from above appeared to enter the cell as a spec-
tator of the conflict, Hugo imagined that he sprang to him,
clutched him, and wrestled like Jacob with him to extort a
blessing but could not succeed, and at last he sank ex- 5
hausted on the ground. In the sleep or the unconsciousness
which followed, an aged prior of the Chartreuse who had
admitted him as a boy to the order, had died and had since
been canonised, seemed to lean over him as he lay and in-
quired the cause of his'distress. He said he was afflicted to 10
agony by the law of sin that was in his members, and unless
some one aided him he would perish. The saint drew from
his breast what appeared to be a knife, opened his body,
drew a fiery mass of something from the bowels, and flung it
out of the door. He awoke and found that it was morning 15
and that he was perfectly cured.
" Did you never feel a return of these motions of the
flesh? " asked Adam, when Hugo related the story to him.
" Not never," Hugo answered, " but never to a degree that
gave me the slightest trouble/'                                             20
Visionary nonsense the impatient reader may say; and
had Hugo become a dreamer of the cloister, a persecutor like
St. Dominic, or a hysterical fanatic like Ignatius Loyola, we
might pass by it as a morbid illusion. But there never
lived a man to whom the word morbid could be applied with 25
less propriety. In the Hugo of Avalon with whom we are
now to become acquainted, we shall see nothing but the
sunniest cheerfulness, strong masculine sense, inflexible pur-
pose, uprightness in word and deed; with an overflowing
stream of genial and buoyant humour.                                   30
In the story of the temptation, therefore, we do but see the
final conquest of the selfish nature in him, which left his
nobler qualities free to act, wherever he might find himself.
Eitzjocelyn anticipating difficulty had brought with him
the Bishop of Grenoble to support his petition. He was 35